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OUR VISION
With the right support, all children can  

learn together

Valentina Borbone - President  
In line with STaR’s 2017-2020 Strategic Plan, the profile of our small 
but impactful organisation has strengthened significantly this year. 
We are grateful to all our stakeholders who believe in our vision and the 
importance of the work we do. Special education remains undervalued, 
and the mindset of “fixing” as opposed to “teaching” needs to shift. The 
outcomes this year reflect our commitment to achieve this shift through 
our strategic pillars: Educating Educators | Supporting Children and 
Families | Informing and Involving Communities.

Margaret Meaker - General Manager 

STaR has achieved some significant milestones this year, which places us in 
a strong position for future growth and positive impact within our sector. 
We have worked consistently to refine our processes and resources to 
ensure we are fit for purpose and working towards achieving our strategic 
goals - to be industry leaders in research-based early special education 
and to advocate for family-centred practice.

Diane Green - Treasurer 

The target for the 2017/2018 financial year was to achieve a balanced 
budget. A significant surplus has been achieved over the financial year 
due to an increase in philanthropic support and expenses being lower 
than budget. With a secure capital base, STaR is well placed to grow its 
services and impact. The Committee of Management remains aware of 
the need to maintain financial stability to ensure long-term solvency and 
financial viability of the Association. 

OUR MISSION
To achieve access, opportunity and  

acceptance for all children

OUR VALUES
Respect, Integrity, Social Justice, Empathy

Committee of Management 
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Where the funds came from

Strategic Goals 

Where the funds go
STaR Income for FY 2017-18 STaR Expenses for FY 2017-18

- MonSTaR

- Donations

- Government Funding

- Other

- Administration

- Salaries & Wages

- PD, Research & Marketing

- Rent & Utilities

- Sponsorship

31%

83%

9%
6%

1%

1%

27%

34%

8%

Effective learning for children with additional needs, their families, their educators  
and the wider community

INDUSTRY  
LEADERS
Be leaders in research 
based early special education1 BE  

ADVOCATES
Be advocates for family 
centred practice2

STaR by the numbers 
in FY 2017-2018  

16%
Operation costs 
(9% admin)$769,016 

Expenses

10
Childcare 
centres

84%
Program delivery 
and support$985,794

Income

13
Part-time employees

81
STaR Children



Providing quality research-based training and mentoring 

Our NESA-registered professional development courses cover a range of essential topics. These 
equip educators with the knowledge and skills they need to teach and include children with 
disabilities and additional needs in childcare, preschool and family day care settings.

Providing information about best practice to a range of audiences   
We are passionate about sharing what we know about how young children with disabilities, and 
additional needs, learn best.

Building resilience through supportive networks 

We provide families with access to our affiliated childcare centres and, once enrolled, STaR families 
receive support, information, resources and workshops. The centre educators receive support to 
develop and implement an Inclusion Plan for each STaR child. Under the NDIS we provide early 
childhood supports to eligible children and their parents.

Educating Educators

Informing Communities

Supporting Children and Families

STaR Strategic Pillars
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"I started school in August and I love it!" - Julie, 4 years
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Educating Educators 
Providing quality research-based 
training and mentoring

•  STaR was endorsed as a provider of NESA 
(NSW Education Standards Authority) 
registered professional development at 
Proficient Teacher level.

•  Course calendar was distributed and 
courses were delivered January - June 2018.

•  Scope and sequence were developed 
for a comprehensive early childhood 
intervention course.

•  Learning management systems were 
established.

•  Sponsorship funding was secured for the 
development of courses.

Supporting Children  
and Families  
Building resilience through supportive 
networks

•  Support was delivered to 10 STaR affiliated 
Childcare Centres, 81 children and their 
families.

•  STaR achieved third party verification for 
compliance with NSW Disability Service 
Standards.

•  STaR was registered as a NDIS (National 
Disability Insurance Scheme) provider of 
early childhood supports. 

Informing Communities  
Providing information about best 
practice to a range of audiences  

•  A new website was developed and 
launched.

•  Regular social media communications were 
delivered on STaR child achievements/
stories, research analysis, survey results 
and relevant social issues impacting 
disability.

•  STaR staff presented at a national special 
education conference.

•  Philanthropic support increased by 6%.

Outcomes Achieved  
2017-18



"I love to read books with my friends." - Maddison, 4
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y friends." - Minaa, 4 years old
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Diane Green

Our partners and sponsors

our Treasurer of 8 years, for her significant contribution to 
the financial governance of The STaR Association.

Contact Us

Connect with us online
       www.star.org.au

       @thestarassociation

       linkedin.com/company/star-association

Our Office
Unit 8/22 Hudson Ave, Castle Hill NSW 2154

Phone: 02 8850 1269 | Email: office@star.org.au 

Mail: PO Box 209, Thornleigh NSW 2120

The STaR Association is a registered charity. By 
donating to STaR, you’re helping a child who 
faces challenges to get a better start in life. All 
donations of $2.00 or more are tax deductible. 
https://star.org.au/support-us/donate-now/

We acknowledge

www.star.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/thestarassociation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/star-association/
https://star.org.au/support-us/donate-now/

