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Get ready for school

Children who are enrolled in childcare centres or preschools not affiliated with STaR 
can access the ‘Get Ready for School’ program on a fee-for-service basis.

The aim of this program is to give children with additional needs the skills that 
are critical for success in school. It is based on research evidence and STaR’s 
experience with hundreds of children over more than 15 years.

In the year before school, a trained STaR special educator visits the early childhood 
service to provide a functional and individualised program to prepare the child for 
school. It occurs over 10 sessions and involves:   

•  assessment of the child’s school readiness skills; 

•  design of an Individual School Preparation Plan (ISPP); 

•  implementation of the ISPP (shared by the STaR special educator and childcare 
staff, with guidance); and

•  monitoring/updating of the ISPP.

Who is STaR? 

The STaR (Special Teaching and Research) 
Association Inc is a not-for-profit 
organisation with strong links to Macquarie 
University, which ensures that our practices 
are based on the latest research. We 
believe that children with additional 
needs should have access to inclusive 
early childhood education and that they 
and their educators need additional 
support to get the most from an inclusive 
environment. Our highly trained special 
educators provide this support. STaR 
also offers NESA registered professional 
development courses to increase 
educators’ knowledge and skills – see 
https://star.org.au/what-we-do/education/.

Criteria for entry the Get Ready for School Program

The childcare centre or preschool, and especially the child’s educator, MUST agree 
to be involved and to collaborate with the STaR Association.

Cost: $2,200 (no GST)

”

My son has developed a lot 
of confidence and his fine 
motor skills have improved 
greatly. He enjoys doing 
his ‘work’ with his support 
person and is proud of what 
he does. He is really looking 
forward to school and the 
support he has received 
I believe is putting him in 
better position to settle in 
quickly next year. I am very 
grateful. I have much more 
confidence in my decision to 
send him to a mainstream 
school thanks to the help he 
has received.

—  a parent from the Program

“

For further information about the STaR Program, please contact the STaR Office

Ph: 02 8850 1269, Mon-Fri, 9.30am-5.00pmEmail: office@star.org.au www.star.org.au

Suite 8, 22 Hudson Avenue, Castle Hill NSW 2154 PO Box 208, Thornleigh NSW 2120


