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STaR Gifted Services  
STaR recognises that support is often needed when a child’s development is 
advanced. The intellectual and social-emotional characteristics commonly seen in 
gifted children can create a poor fit with their same-age peers and with educational 
experiences designed with typical development in mind. Issues can arise for the 
child, parents and educators. 

In the National Quality Standard for Australian early childhood services, gifted 
children are regarded as ‘children with additional needs’ who may require some 
adjustments to the typical curriculum. STaR’s vision is to offer support to these 
children and their families and educators, either individually or in the context of their 
local playgroups, childcare centres, preschools and family day care programs. 

Dr Kerry Hodge leads STaR Gifted Services. She has taught many young children 
who are (or might become) gifted and has supported their parents when issues have 
emerged. Kerry has also presented professional development courses for early 
childhood educators and was awarded a Churchill Fellowship in 2009 to investigate 
overseas programs for gifted preschoolers. These experiences, combined with her 
research on identifying and educating young gifted children, ensure that her services 
are both evidence-based and practical.

Who is STaR? 
The STaR (Special Teaching and Research) Association Inc is a not-for-profit 
organisation with strong links to Macquarie University, which ensures that our practices 
are based on the latest research. We believe that children with additional needs 
should have access to inclusive early childhood education and that they and their 
educators need additional support to get the most from an inclusive environment. 
Our highly trained special educators provide this support. STaR also offers NESA 
registered professional development courses to increase educators’ knowledge and 
skills – see https://star.org.au/what-we-do/education/.

Our Gifted Services offer 
•  Consultancy for early childhood education and care services that already have a 

gifted child or children aged 2-5 or would like to cater better for these children’s 
development and learning within the context of the Early Years Learning 
Framework.

•  Professional development courses for early childhood educators on aspects of 
understanding and identifying giftedness and responsive programming for children 
who are or may become gifted. These are registered with the NSW Educational 
Standards Authority (NESA).

•  Consultancy to establish and support a playgroup for families with potentially 
gifted young children.

•  Consultancy for parents who know or suspect their child is gifted and would like 
to discuss any issues or concerns, including preparing for their child’s transition to 
school.

•  An alternative assessment for potential giftedness for children aged 3-5, given 
that IQ test are expensive and results are more reliable from age 6. Information is 
considered from parents, early childhood educators and brief ability tests.

“We received the report today and I 
wanted to thank you for all your help. 
It was really insightful and we have 
passed it along to M’s daycare.”

— Alternative assessment

“

— Playgroup parents’ thoughts
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“I love how Kerry uses everyday things 
in slightly different ways to enrich 
play. One of the most memorable 
times I had at playgroup was when 
Kerry put out play dough and some 
dinosaurs on the table. The play that 
followed was amazing.”

“It has been invaluable for me to 
watch, listen and learn from the STaR 
facilitator. Kerry is exceptionally 
good at dealing with young children 
and particularly good at exploring 
each child’s potential. Questioning 
style, negotiation techniques, 
listening manner, calm composure, 
and acceptance without judging are 
just some of the attributes that I 
have witnessed and learnt.”

”

“I would really like to see some 
resources or programs that assist 
2-5 year olds in child care, that would 
help the childcare centres gain a 
better understanding on how to 
engage, talk to, and provide enriched 
activities at a young age. Maybe 
something to help them gain more 
awareness on what to offer the kids 
and parents?”

— Parents’ views on consultancy for 
   parents and educators

Cost: Costs will differ according to nature of service.


